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WHY STUDY AT PETROC?

By choosing to study at Petroc, you’ll be taking the invaluable next steps that will lead you towards a 
rewarding career. 

Whatever qualification you choose to study, we will provide you with a supportive environment, excellent 
facilities, expert lecturers, and great opportunities for work experience - all designed to enrich and build 
your skillset. 

We’ll also provide you with the opportunities to pursue personal interests, make life-long friends and 
expand your horizons. 

The next few years have the potential to be some of the most important and memorable of your life. We’re 
here to help you achieve excellence in your learning so that you can fulfil your career and life ambitions!

OUTSTANDING RESULTS

Petroc students consistently achieve excellent results. In the 
last academic year (2022/2023), 100% of students passed their                     
T Levels, with 38% achieving a Distinction (compared to 21% 
national average). Similarly, students achieved 98.8% pass rate for 
Level 3 vocational courses, and 98% pass rate for A Levels - with 
more than half gaining A* to B. And, 87% of our Level 3 vocational, 
technical and A Level students who applied through UCAS, 
succeeded in progressing to their 'Firm Choice' of university. 

When talking about our results as a college, we are always keen 
to emphasise that these are our students’ achievements, and we 
are incredibly proud of each and every one of them. Whether they 
achieve high grades or overcome personal challenges to achieve 
their goals, we are in awe of their accomplishments. 

Here are just three of the students who won accolades for their 
personal journeys in our Petroc Student Awards 2024: 

•	 Ruby's lack of confidence and self-esteem meant she 



SUPPORTIVE ENVIRONMENT

Our students’ safety and wellbeing will always be our top priority. 

At Petroc, we provide a supportive, caring and inclusive 
environment where every student is a valued member of 	





ENRICHMENT

We firmly believe that college life should go beyond gaining 
qualifications; it should be a journey of personal development, helping 
you to learn new skills, meet new people and expand your horizons.

At Petroc, you can discover a number of exciting opportunities 
that take place outside the classroom, where you can develop your 
passions, try something brand new, become part of a team, or give 
back to the community. 

We provide a dynamic environment where you can thrive both 
academically and personally. For an in-depth look at our vibrant 



If you don't achieve the GCSE grades required for A Levels, don't worry! Our Step Up to A 
Levels (SUTA) programme will help prepare you for Level 3 study. Find out more on page 17.

QUALIFICATION OPTIONS

There are a number of different qualifications available to you at Petroc and we’re here to help you choose 
the route that is most suitable for your needs and aspirations. 

Take a look at the information below to get an insight into the main options available and how they might 
suit your preferred way of learning and your career goals.

If you need any additional support or guidance in choosing the right course or subject/s, our experienced 
Advice & Guidance Team are on hand to offer independent help and assistance.

Vocational courses
Vocational programmes combine practical 
learning with classroom-based teaching.

Throughout your studies, you will be expected 
to carry out work experience or industrial 
placements depending on your chosen area of 
study. You will also be required to undertake a 
series of exams and assessments. 

Vocational courses are available at Levels 1, 2 
or 3 and each level will give you a logical and 
smooth pathway to the next qualification 
available to you.

•	 Level 1 courses offer a broad introduction 
to a subject area and last for one year. 

•	 Level 2 courses provide more focus on a 
specific topic and last for one year.

•	 Level 3 courses provide greater knowledge 
in a specific subject area, usually run for 
two years and incorporate T Levels. Level 3 
courses are equivalent to three A Levels. 

Most businesses request Level 3 qualifications 
when looking for new employees, so we will 
encourage you to progress in your chosen 
subject, achieving a Level 3 qualification as a 
minimum.

Depending on the level completed and your 
career ambitions, you could progress on to 
university, an apprenticeship, employment or a 
higher-level vocational course. 

Take a look at our vocational courses from	
page 38.

A Levels 
A Levels are a Level 3 programme and are 
suitable if you enjoy a more academic style of 
learning. They usually take two years 
to complete and most are assessed by 
examinations with some subjects having a 
coursework/assignment component. 

They allow you to choose and focus on specific 
subjects that you are passionate about and 
provide an opportunity to explore topics that 
may not have been available to you at GCSE 
level. 

A Levels are recognised and accepted 
worldwide and are excellent preparation if 
you are considering going on to university 
because they require a similar type of learning 
approach and elements of independent study. 

There are many subjects that you can choose 
to study at A Level, and alongside your 
classroom-based learning, you will 
be encouraged to get involved in one of 
our Academies - such as VETMED or Law - to 



Apprenticeships
An apprenticeship is real workplace-based 
employment combined with an accompanying
 skills and knowledge development 
programme. 

Apprenticeships are a great way to earn and 
learn at the same time so if you know what you 
want to do and are keen to start your career 
straight away, an apprenticeship could be 	
for you.  

Once you’ve secured an apprenticeship with an 
employer, you’ll spend 80% of your time at work 
and 20% in off-the-job training which means  
you won’t miss out on a college experience!

An apprenticeship provides an ideal blend of 
practical industry experience and essential 
theoretical learning, enabling you to quickly 
gain the necessary knowledge and skills for 
your selected career as well as an insight into 
workplace behaviours and requirements.

Taking around 18 months to complete, you 



WHICH LEVEL IS RIGHT FOR YOU?

UNDERSTANDING QUALIFICATION LEVELS & ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

 

Level 1:

Entry 
Level:



 

LEVELS 4-6 are university-level qualifications: 	

Level 4:
Level 5: 
Level 6: 

GCSE GRADING

New Grading Structure	 Old Grading Structure 

Standard Pass

Honours degree (Final Year), degree apprenticeship.

Foundation degree (Year 2), honours degree (Year 2), higher apprenticeship, 
degree apprenticeship, professional qualifications.

Level 3: 

Foundation degree (Year 1), honours degree (Year 1), higher apprenticeship, 
degree apprenticeship, HNC, professional qualifications.

Level 2: Level 2 qualifications will start to provide further focus on a subject that can 
support the transition to a Level 3 industry-relevant T Level, as well as other Level 3 
qualifications, apprenticeships and employment. 

Qualifications include GCSEs, vocational qualifications and apprenticeships. 

Entry requirements: 
All entrants must hold four GCSEs at Grade 3 or equivalent (or above), preferably 
including GCSE Maths and English. If you do not have a GCSE Grade 4 in Maths 
and/or English, you will continue studying these subjects alongside your chosen 
course/s. At the end of the year, you are expected to have completed and achieved 
all the components of your Level 2 Study Programme and improved your Maths 
and English skills before progressing on to your next level course.

Level 3 qualifications will set you on a path to university, higher apprenticeships or 
employment. 

Qualifications include T Levels, A Levels, vocational qualifications, advanced 
apprenticeships, and Access to Higher Education Diplomas. 
 
Entry requirements: 
To be accepted onto a Level 3 programme, you must hold at least five GCSEs at 
Grade 4 or above, including GCSE Maths and English Language. Certain subjects 
will require higher grade profiles - these are outlined in more detail on our 
website.









"I am doing an EPQ which has given me freedom with the project and allowed me to get into more depth within my chosen topic, which really helped my knowledge for future studies."Ella, A Level Art Craft & Design, Business, Geography and EPQ98%

pass rate





"I really like the art facilities and the staff are really friendly and welcoming."

Niala, A Level Art Craft & Design (former South Molton Community College student)

WHAT CAN I EXPECT?

Generating £108 billion a year and employing over 









Future Careers...
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WHAT CAN I EXPECT?

With the potential to unlock the mysteries of the 
universe, this curriculum area focuses on the high-
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BIOLOGY A LEVEL

Level 3   |  Duration: 2 years 

     North Devon  |  FTB004

This challenging and 
stimulating programme 
develops your understanding 
of biology through the study 
of a wide range of topics which 
you will learn through a range 



ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE A LEVELLevel 3  |  Duration: 2 years      North Devon  |  FTB014

Environmental Science is a 

highly relevant and topical 

course which combines 

geography with biology to 

understand how humans 

interact with their environment, 

and the consequences and 

solutions of these actions.

You will study the following 

modules:

• The living and the physical 

environment

• Atmospheric pollution, 

water resources and 

supplying the world with 

building materials and 

metals

• The global effects of energy 

supply

• Farming, �shing and 

forestry

The course is supported by 

�eldwork, laboratory work and 

excursions which will enhance 

your understanding of research 

methods and conservation.ENTRY REQUIREMENTSYou must hold at least �ve 

GCSEs at grade 4 or above, 

including English Language. 

You must achieve a grade 5 in 

Maths and two
/Giences.PROGRESSION

On successful completion of 

this course, you may wish to 

progress to university to study 

subjects such as environmental 

sGience, geology, marine 

biology or conservation.

MATHEMATICS           A LEVEL

Level 3   |  Duration: 2 years      North Devon  |  F T B 0 2 6

A Level Mathematics builds on 

your existing mathematical 

skills gained at GCSE. You will 

study Pure Mathematics, and 

to broaden your experience, 

you will also study some 

applied mathematics. 

You will study the following 

subjects:

• 

Pure Mathematics 

including algebra, 

geometry, sequences 

and series, calculus, 

exponentials, logarithms 

and trigonometry.

• 

Statistics will involve 

dealing with a large set of 

data, making use of both 

sGienti�c calculators and 

mathematical software.

• 

Mechanics including 

Newton's laws of motion, 

dynamics and statics 

The skills gained in your �rst 

year will be used and built 

upon in your second year, by 

extending the depth of the 

topics studied. ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

You must hold at least �ve 

GCSEs at grade 4 or above 

including a grade 6 in Maths 

and a grade 5 in English 

Language. PROGRESSION

Mathematics is a prized 

quali�cation for university. 

It highlights your natural 

problem-solving ability and 

logical ordered thinking. 

You may decide to progress 

onto a degree course in a 

mathematics disGipline, physics 

or engineering, or progress 

straight into the workplace.

For full course information visit petroc.ac.uk and enter the relevant FTB/FTT course code.



PHYSICS A LEVEL

Level 3   |  Duration: 2 years

     North Devon  |  FTB035

Physics has been gaining in 
popularity in recent years, and 
physicists are highly valued in a 
broad range of careers.

This Physics A Level study 
programme is made up of 
theoretical units, building on 
and extending the physics 
knowledge gained from GCSE, 
and introducing new subject 
areas.

You will study the following 
topics:

•	 Basic laws of the universe

•	 Understanding motion, 
forces, work and energy

•	 The behaviour of materials

•	 Electricity

•	 Quantum mechanics

•	 Newton's laws

•	 Electric and magnetic fields

•	 Circular and simple 
harmonic motion

•	 Atoms and nucleus

•	 The physics of medicine

You are required to take 
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SOCIAL SCIENCES

FIND OUT MORE ONLINE 
petroc.ac.uk



WHAT CAN I EXPECT?

For aspiring leaders, historians, curators, lawmakers 
and environmentalists, the Social Sciences invite you 
to understand the complex and rapidly changing 
systems and interactions within human society. 

Subjects ranging from business, history, and 
geography to politics, sociology, and classical 
civilisation, will not only ignite lively discussions, they 
will give you opportunity for independent study and 
research, enabling you to immerse yourself in topics 
you feel passionate about and which could help you 
make a positive impact on the world around you.

Providing a strong academic foundation, these 
subjects pave the way for further investigation and 
exploration. Explore how governments are formed 
and laws are made, how societies create and evolve 
economic systems, how history informs the present, 
and how individuals and groups make decisions. Gain 
a deeper understanding of the way the world has 
developed and how you can contribute to shaping        
its future. 

Throughout your journey, you’ll learn to analyse, 
critically evaluate and debate topics and ideas while 
developing your own values and beliefs based on the 
knowledge you have acquired.

While studying at Petroc, you will also be encouraged 
to join one of our Academies where you can nurture 
your interests and enhance your higher education 
and employment opportunities. 

Social Sciences offer you a myriad of higher education 
and employment choices that could take you around 
the globe.





GEOGRAPHY               
A LEVEL

Level 3   |  Duration: 2 years 

     North Devon  |  FTB016

This is a broad Geography 
course that will help you make 
sense of what is happening in 
the world today. It will inspire 
and develop your geographical 
understanding to help you 
engage with real-world issues 
and places.

You will study the following 
units:

•



POLITICS A LEVEL

Level 3   |  Duration: 2 years 

     North Devon  |  FTB260

Politics explores relationships 
between governments, people 



For full course information visit petroc.ac.uk and enter the relevant FTB/FTT course code.

STEP UP TO A 
LEVELS (SUTA)

Level  2   |  Duration: 1 year

     North Devon  |  FTB637

    

This course is designed for 
students who haven’t achieved 
the grades required for their  
A Level programme.

During the course, we will help 
you to achieve grade 4 or above 
in a suite of GCSE courses so 
that you can progress onto your 
chosen A Level programme.

You will study up to 5 GCSEs 
which follow a combined 
humanities and science 
pathway: English, Maths, 
Sociology, Citizenship and 
Combined Science. You will also 
undertake Progression Studies 
where you will complete work at 
A Level standard in preparation 
for progression onto your 
chosen A Level programme.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You will need to have achieved 
at least 3 GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above, with the reasonable 
chance of gaining a grade 4 
once you have completed the 
programme. If you have not 
previously studied GCSEs, you 
will be required to undertake 
English and Maths assessments 
as part of the interview process. 

PROGRESSION
Upon successful completion of 
the programme, and with good 
attendance, you will be able to 
progress onto A Levels.

37petroc.ac.uk
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ANIMAL & CONSERVATION



WHAT CAN I EXPECT?



ANIMAL CARE

Level 2   |  Duration: 1 year

     North Devon  |  FTB456

This T Level Foundation 
Year Programme has been 
developed to help you gain 
the knowledge, skills and work 





BUSINESS & MANAGEMENT



WHAT CAN I EXPECT?
At Petroc, we’ll provide you with the knowledge and 
experience to step into a business, development or 
management role in almost any industry or sector. 
Our courses will challenge, enlighten and inspire you. 

Whether you see yourself as a project manager, 
personal assistant, or entrepreneur, as the head of 
an established multinational organisation, or the 
head of your own organisation, our business and 
management courses will give you the skills you need 
to succeed.  

With a wide range of industry experience behind 
them, our experienced lecturers will offer you 
excellent knowledge and guidance. You will also 
have the opportunity to hear from and speak with an 
incredible group of guest speakers and entrepreneurs 
who regularly mentor and support our students. 

Work experience, educational visits and networking 
events will further develop your knowledge, deepen 



BUSINESS & 
ADMINISTRATION

Level 2   |  Duration: 1 year 

     North Devon  |  FTB484

This T Level Foundation 
Year Programme has been 
developed to help you gain 
the knowledge, skills and work 
experience needed to help you 
progress onto your chosen T 
Level.
 
You will gain the following:

•	 Technical knowledge and 
practical skills

•	 Industry-based work 
experience

•	 Relevant English, maths 
and digital skills

•	 Focused individual support 
and personal development  

 
The course encompasses 
the Extended Certificate in 
Business . You will also progress 
on to develop higher level skills.
 
You will study the following 
modules:

•	 Enterprise in the business 
world

•	 Finance for business

•	 Principles of marketing

•	 Introducing project 
management

•	 Effective business 
communication

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You must hold four GCSEs at 
grade 3 or above, including 
Maths and English. 

PROGRESSION
Upon successful completion 
of this programme, you will 
be able to progress onto a 
business-related T Level.

LEGAL T LEVEL

Level 3   |  Duration: 2 years 

     North Devon  |  FTB574

T Levels ensure you meet 
the needs of industry by 
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BUSINESS & 
MANAGEMENT  
APPRENTICESHIPS

We offer a range of Level 2 and 
Level 3 apprenticeships relating 
to Business and Management.

An apprenticeship blends 
classroom learning with on-the-
job training, meaning you can 
earn while you learn. You will 
usually spend four days in the 
workplace as a paid employee, 
with one day in the classroom 
where you will reinforce and 
further develop your skills and 
workplace learnings.

During your apprenticeship, you 
will be expected to undertake a 
range of predefined knowledge, 
skills and behaviours which will 
relate to your chosen business 
and management programme.

Depending on the level, an 
apprenticeship lasts between 
one and two years and can start 
at various points in the year.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Each apprenticeship will
have its own specific entry
requirements; you can find out
more on our website.

PROGRESSION
An apprenticeship is a great
pathway to a rewarding and
successful career, or can be
a stepping stone to a higher
level programme.

You can find out more about
our apprenticeships at
petroc.ac.uk/apprenticeships

petroc.ac.uk
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CONSTRUCTION



1 PFMA 2 payscale.com

WHAT CAN I EXPECT?

Highly qualified and industry-experienced 
construction workers are in high demand. If you have 
a passion for building, creating or designing, Petroc 
has a construction course for you!

The construction industry incorporates a hugely 
diverse range of roles from trowel trades through 
to architecture and design. These are valuable and 
in-demand skills and our teaching structure will 
help you find the right career pathway to suit your 
ambitions. 

On campus, we have a range of workshop spaces 
for each of our trade courses, all fully equipped with 
cutting-edge tools, machinery and environmental 
technology. We are embracing the future of 
construction with a keen eye on green technology 
and incorporating the retrofit concept for the future. 

Throughout your studies, you will develop important 
hands-on, technical and practical skills from 
our highly skilled lecturers who have a wealth of 
industry experience. They will support and guide you 
throughout your journey and help you achieve the 
highest standards in your chosen area. 

Whether your ambition is to start your own business 
locally or work for a larger multinational contractor, 
the skills you learn at Petroc will provide you with a 
career for the future.

Future Careers...



BRICKLAYING	

Level 1   |  Duration: 1 year 

     North Devon  |  FTB118

     Tiverton           |  FTT074 

This programme provides an 
introduction to the bricklaying 
industry. It has been crafted 
to provide you with core 
knowledge of the industry as 
well as maximum exposure to 
the skills you will experience 
at work or within further study     
at Petroc. 

The course delivers the Level 1 
Certificate in Construction Skills 
(Bricklaying).
 
You will study the following 
units:

•	 Introduction to the 
construction industry

•	 Introduction to health and 
safety

•	 Introduction to brick and 
block walling

 
You will also undertake a tutorial 
programme, gain support with 
developing your study skills, and 
have the opportunity to improve 
your GCSE Maths and English 
grades.
	
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You must hold four GCSEs at 
grade 2, preferably including 
Maths and English. If you do not 
have a GCSE grade 4 in Maths 
and/or English, you'll continue 
studying these subjects 
alongside your course.	

PROGRESSION
Upon successful completion 
of this course, you can 
progress onto one of our Level 
2 construction courses or 
undertake an apprenticeship.	
	

CARPENTRY & 
JOINERY	

Level 1   |  Duration: 1 year

     North Devon  |  FTB123

     Tiverton           |  FTT080 

This programme provides an 
introduction to the carpentry 
industry. It has been crafted 
to provide you with core 
knowledge of the industry as 
well as maximum exposure to 
the skills you will experience 
at work or within further study        
at Petroc. 
 
The course encompasses a  
Level 1 qualification in carpentry 
and joinery.
 
You will study the following 
units:

•	 Introduction to the 
construction industry 
building principles

•	 Introduction to health and 
safety

•	 Introduction to carpentry 
and joinery

•	 Joints

•	 Timber technology

•	 Methods of frame 
construction

 
You will also undertake a tutorial 
programme, gain support with 
developing your study skills, and 
have the opportntre to provd 

	


























































































































































	 Introduction to materials, 
processes and technical 
skills in art and design

•	 Introduction to contextual 
research in art and design

•	 Introduction to drawing 
skills

•	 Introduction to 
communication skills in art 
and design

•	 Solving 2D creative 
problems

•	 Solving 3D creative 
problems

•	 Solving time-based creative 
problems

•	 Developing and producing 
a personal project in art 
and design	  
	

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You must hold four GCSEs at 
grade 3, including English, 
maths and art. 

PROGRESSION
Upon successful completion of 
this course, you can progress 
onto one of our Level 3 Art and 
Design courses.

ART, DESIGN & 
COMMUNICATION

Level 3   |  Duration: 2 years 

     North Devon  |  FTB047

     

If you love art and think you 
would like to make a career 
out of it, then this Extended 
Diploma course is for you. In a 
dedicated studio space, you'll 
experiment with materials and 
techniques from disciplines 
as diverse as drawing, 
painting, fashion, animation, 
printing, graphics, illustration, 
photography, textiles and 3D. 
 
During the course, you will 
study the following units:

•	 The creative process

•	 Developing creative practice

•	 Responding to a brief

•	 Researching a specialist 
industry practice

•	 Technical skills 
development

•	 Specialist creative outcome
 
You will also be required to 
undertake work experience.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You must hold at least five 
GCSEs at grade 4 or above, 
including GCSE English 
Language, maths and an art & 
design course. You will also be 
asked to provide a portfolio of 
recent artwork.

PROGRESSION
On successful completion of this 
course, you could progress on 
to a specialist degree, freelance 
work, or an apprenticeship.

CREATIVE MEDIA 
PRODUCTION & 
TECHNOLOGY

Level  2   |  Duration: 1 year

     North Devon  |  FTB475

     

This qualification will enable you 
to gain a broad understanding 
of the discipline and prepare 
you for the reality of the sector 
and the progression paths and 
careers available.
 
During the course, you will 
study the following units:

•	 Creative media methods 
and skills

•	 Production techniques

•	 Understanding an audience

•	 Audio production and 
technology

•	 Visual production and 
technology

•	 Interactive media 
production and technology

•	 Personal project and 
presentation

 
Units are combined into 
larger projects to simulate 
industry briefs and will 
include graphic design,                                             
film-making, photography, 
game development, and sound 
design.	

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You must hold four GCSEs at 
grade 3, preferably including 
GCSE Maths and English. If you 
have not completed a creative 
subject at school, you will need 
to provide a portfolio of creative 
work at interview. 
	
PROGRESSION
Upon successful completion of 
this course, you can progress 
onto our Level 3 Media course.
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PERFORMING & 
PRODUCTION ARTS

Level 3   |  Duration: 2 years 

     North Devon  |  FTB630

     

This Extended Diploma in 
Performing & Production 
Arts will give you a sound 
understanding of a range of 
disciplines, including acting, 
dance, musical theatre and 
production. 
 
You will build your performing 
skills through taught classes 
and through creating and 
performing work in various 
venues.
 
During the course, you will 
study the following topics:

•	 Voice

•	 Improvisation

•	 Devising

•	 Various dance styles

•	 Singing

•	 Acting skills

•	 Audition skills

•	 Production work	

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You must hold at least five 
GCSEs at grade 4 or above, 
including GCSE Maths and 
English Language.

PROGRESSION
Upon successful completion of 
this course, you might wish to 
progress onto higher education 
or straight into employment in 
the wide and varied performing 
arts industry.

For full course information visit petroc.ac.uk and enter the relevant FTB/FTT course code.
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DIGITAL & TECHNOLOGIES

FIND OUT MORE ONLINE 
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DIGITAL & 
TECHNOLOGIES

Level  2   |  Duration: 1 year

     North Devon  |  FTB489

This T Level Foundation 
Year Programme has been 
developed to help you gain 
the knowledge, skills and work 
experience needed to help you 
progress onto your chosen  
T Level.
 
You can expect to gain the 
following:

•	 Technical knowledge and 













EDUCATION & 
CHILDCARE (EARLY 
YEARS) T LEVEL

Level 3   |  Duration: 2 years

     North Devon  |  FTB470

T Levels ensure you meet 
the needs of industry by 
combining classroom theory, 
practical learning and industry 
placement. 

This T Level focuses on children 
under the age of five, and 
combines the following core 
units with practical application 
while working in a setting in the 
community:

•	 Child development

•	 Safeguarding

•	 Observation and 
assessment

•	 Parents, families and carey 



EDUCATION 
& CHILDCARE  
APPRENTICESHIPS

We offer an Early Years Educator 
Apprenticeship (Level 3). 

An apprenticeship blends 
classroom learning with on-the-
job training, meaning you can 
earn while you learn. You will 
usually spend four days in the 
workplace as a paid employee, 
with one day in the classroom 
where you will reinforce and 
further develop your skills and
workplace learnings.

During your apprenticeship, you 
will be expected to undertake a 
range of predefined knowledge, 
skills and behaviours which 
will relate to your chosen 
programme.

Depending on the level, an 
apprenticeship lasts between 
one and two years and can start 
at various points in the year.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Each apprenticeship will
have its own specific entry
requirements; you can find out
more on our website.

PROGRESSION
An apprenticeship is a great
pathway to a rewarding and
successful career, or can be
a stepping stone to a higher
level programme.

You can find out more about
our apprenticeships at
petroc.ac.uk/apprenticeships

For full course information visit petroc.ac.uk and enter the relevant FTB/FTT course code.





WHAT CAN I EXPECT?

Good electricians and plumbers are like gold 
dust and will always be in demand.  They are the 
trades that have a reputation for providing highly 
competent skilled operators. 

The skill sets that you will learn in these courses 



ELECTRICAL 
INSTALLATION

Level 2   |  Duration: 1 year

     North Devon  |  FTB474

     

This one-year Diploma in 
Electrical Installation course is 
suitable for anyone who wants 
to work as an electrician in the 
building services industry.

It has been designed to deliver 
the skills needed to progress 
onto an apprenticeship or into 
employment, and to becoming 
a competent electrician. 

The qualification will help 
you gain an understanding of 
the skills required within the 
electrotechnical sector and you 
will cover the following topics:

•	 Scientific principles  

•	 Installation of wiring 
systems and enclosures  

•	 Electrical installations 
technology	

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You must hold four GCSEs at 
grade 3 or above, including 
GCSE Maths and English at 
grade 4.	

PROGRESSION
This course is aimed at anyone 
interested in going on to study 
a Level 3 construction course or 
an Electrical Apprenticeship.

PLUMBING

Level 2   |  Duration: 1 year 

     North Devon  |  FTB465

     

This one-year Technical 
Certificate in Plumbing course 
will give you the knowledge, 
skills, and work experience that 
you will need for your next step, 
and that employers look for in 
future employees. 
 
You will study the following 
modules: 

•	 Principals of construction

•	 Hot and cold water systems 

•	 Drainage 

•	 Renewable technology
 
You will also be required to 
undertake work placement in a 
relevant field.

As well as your core and 
specialist modules, you 
will undertake a tutorial 
programme, gain support with 
developing your study skills, 
and the opportunity to improve 
your GCSE Maths and English 
grades.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You must hold four GCSEs at 
grade 3 or above, including 
GCSE Maths and English.

PROGRESSION
Upon successful completion of 
this course, you could undertake 
an apprenticeship or move 
directly into employment.

ELECTRICAL 
& PLUMBING  
APPRENTICESHIPS

We offer an Installation 





discover more!

ENGINEERING & 
MANUFACTURING



WHAT CAN I EXPECT?

Whether you're interested in creating tools for 
towering structures or developing intricate solutions 
to solve manufacturing dilemmas, we want the big 
thinkers and the tiny detail obsessives!

If you have drive, ambition and imagination and 
see yourself stepping into a career in engineering 
or manufacturing, there’s no better place to study        
than Petroc. 

With an outstanding reputation in the engineering 
and manufacturing sectors, the South West - and 
North Devon in particular - are home to a number 
of global players in the pharmaceutical, aeronautical 
and marine industries. 

Our established and highly regarded Engineering 
and Manufacturing courses help students to 
develop a range of skills and disciplines including 
CAD, 3D printing, fabrication and welding, and                    
manual machining. 

With expert teaching delivered by dedicated, 
professional engineers with decades of experience, 
we can support you in finding the perfect career 
pathway to suit your abilities, aims and ambitions. 

Our purpose-built engineering workshops feature 
CNC machinery, a dedicated inspection room, 
fabrication and welding bays, and VR welders to help 
you learn, experiment, and build your skills. 

A qualification in engineering and manufacturing 
opens up a wealth of potential career opportunities 
to you including everything from CAD technician to 
aerospace engineer. Many of our students progress 
onto a higher-level engineering course at Petroc.

Future Careers...

Opening up a wealth of potential career 
opportunities:

•	 Aerospace Engineer

•	 Automotive Engineer

•	 CAD Technician

•	 Maintenance Engineer

•	 Mechanical Engineer

•	 Nuclear Engineer



ENGINEERING & 









ENTRY TO CAREER 
SKILLS

Entry Level   |  Duration: 1 year 

     North Devon  |  FTB086

This study programme is for 
learners aged 16 to 18, who 
would like to develop personal, 
social and employment 
skills to move into work or                   
further education. 
  
The course will help you to gain 
confidence and self-esteem, 
improve your Maths and 
English, and decide what your 
next step in life will be. 
 
During the course, you will 
undertake the following:

•	 Vocational Skills: Catering, 
art, public services, human 
growth & development, UK 
tourism destinations, and 
environmental issues.

•	 Work Experience

•	  A residential trip 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
There are no formal entry 
requirements, however, you will 
have a one-to-one interview to 
discuss your personal learning 
needs. You will also be required 
to study English and Maths at 
an appropriate level to suit your 
ability. 
 
PROGRESSION
After the course, we will help 
you decide on a progression 
route and support you towards 
it. This could be another course 
at Petroc, an apprenticeship, or 
employment.

SUPPORTED 
INTERNSHIP	

Entry Level   |  Duration: 1 year 

     North Devon  |  FTB087

      Tiverton           |  FTT001

Supported Internships are for 
young people aged 16 to 18 
with learning difficulties or 
disabilities, who want to move 
into employment and need 
extra support to do so. 
 
The structured study 
programme reflects the 
following principles:

•	 On-the-job training with a 
local employer supported 
by expert job coaches

•	 An employability 
programme looking at the 
soft skills of employment

•	 Vocational profiling to 
identify skills and qualities

•	 The opportunity to study 
for relevant qualifications 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
There are no formal entry 
requirements, however, you will 
have a one-to-one interview to 
discuss your personal learning 
needs. You will also be required 
to study English and Maths at 
an appropriate level to suit your 
ability.	
 
PROGRESSION
Upon completion of the 
course you should be 
able to move into paid 
employment, further training, 
supported employment or an 
apprenticeship.	

CAREER SKILLS

Level  1   |  Duration: 1 year

     North Devon  |  FTB087

  

This study programme offers a 
range of qualifications to help 
you decide on the right job or 
career path for your skills and 
aspirations. During the course 
you will develop your work skills 
alongside your Functional Skills 
in Maths and English.
 
Vocational units will include:

•	 Creating a website

•	 Investigating a crime scene

•	 Carrying out a scientific 
experiment

•	 Caring for and feeding 
animals

•	 Opportunity for work 
experience in our Liberty 
Café

You will have the opportunity to 
enrol in GCSE Citizenship and 
undertake work experience.
 
You will also have the 
opportunity to experience a 
European residential in either 
Spain or Sweden.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
There are no formal entry 
requirements, however, you will 
have a one-to-one interview to 
discuss your personal learning 
needs. You will also be required 
to study English and Maths at 
an appropriate level to suit your 
ability.

PROGRESSION
Successful completion of this 
course can lead to further 
courses, an apprenticeship or 
employment.



PROJECT SEARCH 
(EXETER)

Level 1   |  Duration: 1 year 

     Tiverton  |  FTT305

     

Project SEARCH is a supported 
internship for people with a 
learning disability or Autistic 
Spectrum Condition who want 
a job.
 
As an intern, you will undertake 
three 10-week placements 
at Royal Devon and Exeter 
Hospital, where you will take on 
a real role in the hospital. The 
programme runs five days a 
week and is supported by two 
full-time Project SEARCH staff 
as well as mentors. 
  
At the start of the course, you 
will receive all the training 
necessary to be safe and 
professional within the hospital 
grounds. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
There are no formal entry 
requirements, however, you will 
have a one-to-one interview to 
discuss your personal learning 
needs. 	
 	
PROGRESSION
Most students gain 
employment either after 
finishing the programme or 
during the programme. 

PROJECT SEARCH 
(BARNSTAPLE)

Level 1   |  Duration: 1 year 

     North Devon  |  FTB244

     

Project SEARCH is a supported 
internship for people with a 
learning disability or Autistic 
Spectrum Condition who want 
a job.
 
As an intern, you will undertake 
three 10-week placements at 
North Devon District Hospital, 
where you will take on a 
real role in the hospital. The 
programme runs five days a 
week and is supported by two 
full-time Project SEARCH staff 
as well as mentors. 
  
At the start of the course, you 
will receive all the training 
necessary to be safe and 
professional within the hospital 
grounds. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
There are no formal entry 
requirements, however, you will 
have a one-to-one interview to 
discuss your personal learning 
needs. 

PROGRESSION
Most students gain 
employment either after 
finishing the programme or 
during the programme. 

ACADEMIC 
PROGRESSION 
PATHWAY

Level 2   |  Duration: 1 year

      North Devon  |  FTB513

     

This Academic Progression 
course is designed to help 
students who may not have 
achieved the GCSE results they 
hoped for, who have not taken 
any GCSEs, or who need extra 
GCSEs in order to progress on to 
the next level of study.
 
During the course, you will 
study the following subjects:
 

•	 GCSE English Language

•	 GCSE Maths

•	 GCSE Biology

•	 GCSE Psychology

•	 Level 2 Personal Growth and 
Wellbeing

You will also have the 
opportunity to experience a 
European residential in either 
Spain or Sweden.
 
A work experience element is 
incorporated into the course 



HAIR & BEAUTY



WHAT CAN I EXPECT?

Whether you are looking for a career in the beauty 
industry or aspire to be a salon owner, our hair and 
beauty programmes will set you on the path to your 
perfect job. Travel the world on cruise ships, create 
award-winning styles for the latest TV drama or 
develop a successful local business with your own 
team of staff. Whatever your dream career path is, we 
can help you to achieve it! 

Petroc hair and beauty courses provide the perfect 
combination of practical and theory-based learning 
to ensure you develop the skills, experience and 
confidence to reach your goals in this creative and 
dynamic industry. 

In our modern and welcoming Lifestyle Centre, we 
have commercial hair salons,  a barber shop and 
beauty therapy treatment rooms all with top-of-
the-range facilities. In these dedicated, professional 
learning spaces you will develop and practise your 
skills on real-life clients, honing your abilities and 
industry knowledge so that you are ready to join one 
of the UK’s fastest-growing employment sectors. 

You'll also complete work experience with local 
businesses to enable you to get first-hand experience 
of the industry.

Whether you dream of opening your own salon or 



BARBERING

Level 2   |  Duration: 1 year

     North Devon  |  FTB219

     

When you study on this 
Technical Certificate in 
Barbering qualification, you 
will gain valuable experience 
and insight into the barbering 
industry.
 
You will cover the following 
units:

•	 Health and safety 

•	 Client care and 

communication 

•	 Client consultation 

•	 Shampooing and 
conditioning the hair and 
scalp 

•	 Cutting men's hair 

•	 Cutting facial hair 

•	 Styling men's hair 

•	 Competition work

•	 Work experience in a barber 
shop

 
Throughout the qualification, 
you will also develop your 
employability skills as well as 
your Maths and English.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You must hold four GCSEs at 
grade 3 or above, preferably 
including GCSE Maths and 
English.

PROGRESSION
Following successful completion 
of the course, you might wish to 
progress onto an apprenticeship 
or seek employment. 

BEAUTY THERAPY

Level 2   |  Duration: 1 year

     North Devon  |  FTB602

     

This Technical Certificate in 
Beauty Therapy programme has 
been designed to give you the 
best chance of progressing into 
a career in the beauty industry 
with a thorough introduction to 
key treatments.
 
You will cover the following 
units:

•	 Anatomy and physiology

•	 Principles of practice for 
beauty therapists

•	 Hair removal treatments

•	 Facial and skin analysis

•	 Manicure treatments

•	 Pedicure treatments

•	 Light-cured gel polish

•	 Lash and brow treatments

•	  Apply make-up services

Throughout the qualification, 
you will also develop your 
employability skills as well as 
your Maths and English.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You must hold four GCSEs at 
grade 3 or above, preferably 
including GCSE Maths and 
English. 

PROGRESSION
Following successful completion 
of this qualification you could 
progress into employment, 
undertake an apprenticeship, or 
further your studies by taking a 
Level 3 qualification.

CUTTING & STYLING

Level 2   |  Duration: 1 year

     North Devon  |  FTB165

     

When you study on this 
Technical Certificate for Cutting 
& Styling qualification, you will 
gain the ultimate introduction 
to this exciting industry.

You will cover the following 
units:

•	 Health and safety 

•	 Client care and 
communication 

•	 Client consultation 

•	 Shampoo and conditioning

•	 Cutting women's hair 

•	 Colouring women's hair 

•	 Perming women's hair 

•	 Styling and dressing 
women's hair 

•	 Competition work

Throughout the qualification, 
you will also develop your 
employability skills as well as 
your Maths and English.
 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You must hold four GCSEs at 
grade 3 or above, preferably 
including GCSE Maths and 
English. 

PROGRESSION
Following successful completion 
of the course, you might wish to 
progress onto an apprenticeship 
or seek employment. 

For full course information visit petroc.ac.uk and enter the relevant FTB/FTT course code.84



HAIR & BEAUTY   
APPRENTICESHIPS

We offer a Hairdressing 
Professional Apprenticeship 
(Level 2) and Advanced & 
Creative Hair Professional 
Apprenticeship (Level 3).

An apprenticeship blends 
classroom learning with on-the-
job training, meaning you can 
earn while you learn. You will 
usually spend four days in the 
workplace as a paid employee, 
with one day in the classroom 





WHAT CAN I EXPECT?

A career in health and social care is one of the most 
rewarding, valuable and in-demand professions. As a 
sector, health and social care is one of the largest in 
the country covering a huge range of roles in a wide 
variety of settings with jobs ranging from midwifery 
to speech and language therapy. 

Our health and social care programmes deliver the 
vital skills needed to work in this sector and prepare 
you to step into roles that really make a difference. 

Alongside your essential knowledge base, you’ll 
develop teamwork, communication, and research 
skills, helping you to liaise and work effectively with 
individuals, clients, parents/guardians and other care 
professionals. 

Work experience placements are crucial in the health 
and social care sector and offer vital real-life learning 
opportunities to refine your abilities. 

You’ll have the chance to experience working in 
settings including SEN (Special Educational Needs) 
schools, hospitals, hospices and nursing homes, 
looking at all aspects of health and social care work 
and exploring what works for you. 

Our team of dedicated lecturers, with years of 
professional experience, will support you throughout 
your learning and during your placements. 

On completing your course, you may wish to step 
straight into a job, or you may decide to further 
develop your skills on a degree-level programme. 

Results on all of our health and social care courses are 
excellent, with the vast majority of learners who apply 
for a healthcare-related degree being offered a place 
at university.

Future Careers...

Preparing you for roles that make a 
positive difference:

•	 Care Manager

•	 Cognitive Behavioural Therapist

•	 Community Development Worker

•	 Counsellor

•	 Social Worker

•	 Youth Worker

The UK will need over 

1.2 MILLION health 
and social care associate 

professionals by 2035.1

1 universitiesuk.ac.uk2 Indeed.com87
petroc.ac.uk



HEALTH & 
EDUCATION	

Level 1   |  Duration: 1 year 

     North Devon   |   FTB319

      Tiverton           |   FTT315

This programme provides an 
introduction to health and 
social care and early years 
education. It has been crafted 
to provide you with core 
knowledge of the industry as 
well as maximum exposure to 
the skills you will experience at 
work or within further study at 
Petroc. 
 
The course delivers the Level 1 



HEALTH &          
SOCIAL CARE

Level 3   |  Duration: 2 years

     North Devon  |  FTB487

This National Extended 
Diploma can give you a valuable 
qualification in an exciting, 
challenging and in-demand 
sector.
 
You will study the following 
units:

•	 Human lifespan 
development

•	 Meeting individual care and 
support needs

•	 Principles of safe practice

•	 Physiological disorders and 
their care

•	 Anatomy and physiology

•	 Current research in health 
and social care

•	 Promoting public health

•	 Individuals with additional 
needs

•	 Individuals with dementia

•	 Assessing children's support 
needs

You will also undertake work 
experience in which you can 
develop, apply and reflect on 
your knowledge and skills in a 
real-life situation. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You must hold at least five 
GCSEs at grade 4 or above, 
including GCSE Maths and 
English Language.
You will also need a clear 
Disclosure and Barring Service 
(DBS) check.

PROGRESSION
On successful completion of this 
qualification, you could progress 
onto university, a health care 
apprenticeship, or move into 
employment as a key worker in 
social care.

HEALTH & 
SOCIAL CARE  
APPRENTICESHIPS

We offer a range of Level 2 and 
Level 3 apprenticeships relating 
to Health and Social Care.

An apprenticeship blends 
classroom learning with on-the-
job training, meaning you can 
earn while you learn. You will 
usually spend four days in the 
workplace as a paid employee,
with one day in the classroom 
where you will reinforce and 
further develop your skills and 
workplace learnings.

During your apprenticeship, you 
will be expected to undertake a 
range of predefined knowledge, 
skills and behaviours which will 
relate to your programme.

Depending on the level, an 
apprenticeship lasts between 
one and two years and can start 
at various points in the year.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Each apprenticeship will
have its own specific entry
requirements; you can find out
more on our website.

PROGRESSION
An apprenticeship is a great
pathway to a rewarding and
successful career, or can be
a stepping stone to a higher
level programme.

You can find out more about
our apprenticeships at
petroc.ac.uk/apprenticeships

For full course information visit petroc.ac.uk and enter the relevant FTB/FTT course code. 89petroc.ac.uk

Petroc School Leavers' Prospectus | HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE



HOSPITALITY & CATERING



WHAT CAN I EXPECT?

Hospitality and catering is a vibrant, evolving and 
multi-billion pound industry and, as one of the 
largest industries in the South West, a hospitality 
and catering qualification can open doors to exciting 
opportunities locally - and globally.

If you have a passion for crafting great food and 
delivering high-quality customer service, a hospitality 
and catering course could be the perfect choice for 



PROFESSIONAL 
COOKERY

Level  3   |  Duration: 1 year

     North Devon  |  FTB084

     

This programme covers 
the Technical Diploma in 
Professional Cookery Level 3 
and will broaden and refine 
your repertoire of skills in the 
production of complex and 
modern cuisine from around 
the world. 
 
You will study the following 
modules:

•	 Complex meat dishes 

•	 Poultry and game 

•	 Fish and shellfish 

•	 Complex vegetable dishes 

•	 Complex sauces and soups 

•	 Patisserie and confectionery 
techniques 

•	 Hospitality supervision 
techniques 

•	 Wine and food appreciation 

•	 Table theatre 

•	 Mixology and barista skills 

•	 Financial management 
systems 

•	 Legal aspects 
 
You'll also learn about health 
and safety, supervisory skills, 
food costing, and sourcing 
produce. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You must have successfully 
completed a Level 2 in 
Hospitality and Catering or 
another equivalent qualification.
	
PROGRESSION
Successful completion of this 
course can lead to full-time 
employment in a restaurant, 
hotel, event or kitchen position. 
It can also enable you to work 
abroad in a ski chalet setting or 
similar. Alternatively, you could 
progress onto university.

HOSPITALITY 
& CATERING  
APPRENTICESHIPS

We offer a Commis Chef 
Apprenticeship (Level 2).

An apprenticeship blends 
classroom learning with on-the-
job training, meaning you can 
earn while you learn. You will 
usually spend four days in the 
workplace as a paid employee, 
with one day in the classroom 
where you will reinforce and 
further develop your skills and 
workplace learnings.

During your apprenticeship, you 
will be expected to undertake a 
range of predefined knowledge, 
skills and behaviours which 
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WHAT CAN I EXPECT?

A great mechanic will always be in demand, so if you 
love cars and everything engine-related, one of our 
motor vehicle courses could be the perfect choice    
for you. 

Whether you can already take a van apart and put it 
back together or simply have a passion for cars and 
just want to get started, our excellent training will 
give you everything you need to join an established 
business or start your own enterprise. 

Our dedicated and fully equipped training area 
replicates a modern vehicle repair centre with all 
the lifts, kit and tech you would find in a commercial 
garage. We also have our very own electric car fleet!

Our knowledgeable and experienced lecturers will 
help you develop your skills in everything from car 
maintenance to hybrid vehicle fault diagnosis. 

Work experience placements will allow you to refine 
your knowledge in a real-world setting, honing 
your customer and client-facing abilities and 
getting to grips with what it takes to succeed in the                  
motor sector. 

You may want to open your own garage, work with 
an established car manufacturer or even move into 
the fast-paced world of motorsports or electric car 
design and development. Whatever your career goals 
and ambitions, we can set you on the right track to 
achieving them.









WHAT CAN I EXPECT?

At Petroc, we provide learning opportunities that 
cater to a wide range of needs and abilities. We 
are here to help broaden horizons and empower 
individuals to reach their full potential, through 
a supportive and inclusive learning environment 
where every student can thrive.

We have an established and highly regarded 
Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) 
provision and specialist support that assists learners 
with additional needs in their education goals and       
career ambitions. 

Our experienced team supports learners as they 
move on from their school environment, by 
providing safe surroundings and an exciting and 
challenging curriculum that encourages them to 
become more independent and confident. 

With unique facilities such as our cafés, gardens 
and spaces for enterprise-driven craft and skill 
development, we provide places where students 
can feel comfortable and confident and where their 
learning and social skills can flourish. 

Our Preparing for Adulthood courses facilitate a 
transition for learners into adulthood, being actively 
involved in their local community through a journey 
based on their individual needs and aspirations. 

We give our learners the time they need to develop 
skills, investigate employability options, and 
work towards their chosen vocation, whilst being 
continually supported and encouraged by our 
dedicated team.





WHAT CAN I EXPECT?

Police officer, coastguard, firefighter or water sports 
coach. If any of these demanding, high-octane roles 
are your dream job then we can help you achieve 
your ambitions! 

At Petroc, we have created a series of courses that will 
enable you to take the first crucial steps towards a 
career in public services or outdoor adventure. 

All of these courses are exciting and challenging 
and are a perfect platform for you to further explore 
your passions, and develop the essential skills and 
knowledge required in these dynamic fields. 

If you enjoy supporting and working with others, 
have a keen interest in working outdoors, or want 
to look at training as a first responder or moving 





For full course information visit petroc.ac.uk and enter the relevant FTB/FTT course code.

UNIFORMED 
PROTECTIVE 
SERVICES	

Level  3   |  Duration: 2 years

     North Devon  |  FTB099

     

This Extended Diploma leads 
to a qualification with real 
value and great potential. As 
well as studying key topics, you 
will improve fitness levels and 
develop independent thinking, 
critical analysis, research skills 
and teamwork skills. 
 
You will study the following 
modules:

•	 Citizenship and diversity 

•	 Behaviour and discipline

•	 Global affairs and the media

•	 Physical preparation, health 
and wellbeing 

•	 Teamwork, leadership and 
communication

•	 Government and the 
protective services 

•	 Emergency incidents 

•	 Sociological perspectives 

•	 Skills for outdoor activities

•	 Introduction to criminology 

Practical elements include 
climbing, coasteering and 
canoeing. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You must hold at least five 
GCSEs at grade 4 or above, 
including GCSE Maths and 
English. 

PROGRESSION
Successful completion of 
this course will enable you to 
progress onto university or 
further training in the protective 
services sector. Possible career 
paths include the Police Force, 
Fire Service, HM Revenue and 
Customs, the Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution, HM Prison 
Service, British A